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I )i.-ar C luiiiinaii i'liiull: 

(1I\LMI .! major ilfiviilmijiil \c.siciilav along ihc \':VS\w. Jî licl ami l-.a.slorn {l',.il!) lailuay. I wriu- lo 
i;ni.i>iiiagc llic Surlacc riaii.sporUilioii lioaid fSTH) l(> cxcrci.sc ils oversight aulhorily lo 
ilclciiniiK; il C'aiiailiaii National (CN) has properly prepared ihc l-J<tl-! tracks. 

.\ ('.iiuitlijii Niilioiuil licighl Iraiii icporlcdiy canying three iia/aiJouh niiilcrial chcniicals -
soiliuin li\Llro\i(ic. fcnoiis siiU'alc and organic acici dciailcd vcslciday. ihrouiny 22 Irain cars 
oil llic liack.s in an area neai filgin. Illiiioi.^. I his is the second deiailniont ofa CN Irani near 
Muiii ihis year. The Main dciailinciu occurred on ihe VMkV. rail line, a scl ol'lracks acquiicci hy 
Ihc (X 111 an .•iciiiiisilion ihal was approved by llic S I li on December 24, 2008 and made 
eUcciisconJan. ?..•?. 2009. 

I he S I R esl.iblished an ovcr.sjjihl period ol"li\c \eais Irom llic approval ofthe CN-IJi'tl' 
aci.|iiisiiioii. This unR|ue ovcrsighl period was cslablished by ilic STB lo iiionilor ihe opcialioiial 
.iiiii em iionmenlal impacls oflhe aequisilion. 'I licnivcisiiihl peiiod was insliiinionlal in 
cNpixsiiu: CN'.s uiKlei-repoiling of lrain.s blocking load-rail cro.s.sing.s in coiniminilics along liic 
r.liV;!' I his linding resiillecl in a line of .S2.'̂ 0,nOO ayaiiiM CN la.si year, the first penally ofils 
kiiiii e\e!' levied by ihe S IH. 

I encourage llie S'l H lo cxcrci.sc il.s ovcrsighl ;iuliiont\ Io determine if CN lia.s properly 
iiKiiiii.iineil and iipgiaded the l-!Jctl{ rail line to haiuile hazardous malerial.s and preveiil 
(.IciMilniciUs. The S IH also should conJucI vigoitxis oveisight of CN lo eiisuic il has folloucd llic 
coiuliiioiis imposed in y(>ur order approving ilie acqiiisilion oflhe l-J&l." 

I iie S I H lia.s a ic.s|X)iisibilily lo ensiiic railroads like C.\ are doing evcij'lhing possible to sul'cK 
nunc liciglit Ihroiigh coininiinilies located along the VMkV.. I encouiagc you to imniedialcly 
begin \sorking with the other local and federal officials involved in the investigation ol'ihis 
ileiailmeiu and u.se your authority to ensure CN is ciperating the l',.litl'; as salcl> as pos^ible 

I hank \ou loi your aiteiitiiin to this mailer. 
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Richard J. Duibin 
li S Senator 
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